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The Goodnight Scholars Program invests in 
students from middle-income families in North 
Carolina studying in the STEM and Education 
disciplines. This investment represents 
a commitment to our students’ personal, 
professional, and academic development 
through scholarship funding, comprehensive 
programming, and enrichment opportunities. The 
program empowers Goodnight Scholars to “pay it 
forward” as transformational leaders at NC State 
University, in North Carolina and in the world.
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We kicked off the 2015-16 year by creating a shared 
vision for this Program which would shape our mission 
and goals going forward. This vision reaffirms our 
commitment to developing outstanding, world-class 
STEM and education professionals. But more than that, 
we aim to empower our scholars to be transformational 
leaders in their work and communities, as well as 
passionate advocates for STEM and STEM education. We 
want them to embrace our mantra of “pay it forward” 
and to value this program as a community that will be an 
important part of their lives well beyond graduation.
 
With this renewed sense of purpose, we went to 
work this year to build on what we knew was working 
in the Program, and to create new opportunities. We 
expanded our speaker series, bringing in two outstanding 
innovators: social entrepreneur and human rights 
advocate, Derreck Kayongo, and noted author and science 
evangelist, Dr. Ainissa Ramirez. We offered new programs 
for cultural enrichment and networking, launched a new 
education service trip across North Carolina that served 
rural schools from Rutherford to Pamlico Counties, and 
partnered with a study abroad program in China. We 
also found new ways to connect with our alumni, and 
expanded our first year experience to include a first year 
seminar which challenged our freshmen to explore and 
address critical issues facing North Carolina.

One of our main tasks was to greatly expand our outreach 
efforts. This was the year that saw our first promotional 
brochure and first video. It was the inaugural year for our 
Advisory Committee, who helped us design a faculty and 
industry mentorship program which will launch Fall 2016. 
We also built important partnerships with organizations 
like the Boys & Girls Club, College Advising Corp, and 
the Science House. Our most important outreach efforts 
weren’t achieved with a brochure, however, but by 
our first cohort of Program ambassadors. Not only did 
our ambassadors represent our Program at traditional 
recruitment events, they also went back into their 
communities to talk with high school students about 
preparing for and applying to college. They were integral 
in spreading the good news about the opportunities in the 
Goodnight Scholars Program and at NC State.  
 
Reflecting on this year, I see the truth in Helen Keller’s 
maxim: “Alone we can do so little; together we can 
do so much.” As you read about the accomplishments 
of our Program, you will see that they are always 
correlated to the talent and dedication of our scholars, 
partners and staff. Together, we are more than a 
Program: we are a community.

—  Allison Medlin
     Director, Goodnight Scholars Program

From the Director

Our eighth year of the
Goodnight Scholars Program
was another incredible year. 



5The Goodnight Scholars
By the Numbers
2015-2016

1,083
miles traveled in ASB: 

NC Mountains to Coast trip.

3.94
4.85

Average unweighted 
GPA of Class of 2020

Average weighted 
GPA of Class of 2020

44
Goodnight Scholars

 with a perfect 4.0 GPA
 in Spring 2016

145
Goodnight Scholars 
on the Dean’s List 

in Spring 2016

41
Graduating Seniors

honored at May 2016
Grad Gala

152
Goodnight Scholars 

Points (GSPs) earned
by highest point earner, 

Laura Goodman, ‘18

$133,600
in enrichment grants 
awarded in 2015-2016

20% increase in applications
for Class of 2020 from 
previous year

37 Goodnight Ambassadors in 
the inaugural year of the 
ambassador program

400 in attendance at the spring 
speaker series featuring 
Dr. Ainissa Ramirez

5min 41sec
Length of the first-ever Goodnight 

Scholars Program promotional video

29
counties represented
in the class of 2020

21 different STEM and 
STEM education majors 
in Class of 2020 95 student development 

programs offered

$3,500 raised through 2015 Shack-A-Thon 
for Habitat for Humanity

362 school supplies donated 
to Boys & Girls Club from 
LEGO Brick Build
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Goodnight Scholars
Student Achievements
In the classroom. In the research lab. In industry 
and across the globe. Goodnight Scholars earned 
significant achievements in 2015-2016.

Adam Crowell
(2017)

Mackenzie Dougherty
(2016)

Kristin Ewan
(2018)

Kathryn Howard
(2017)

John Huffman
(2017)

William Mason
(2017)

Kaleb Morrow
(2018)

Ashle Page
(2017)

Elaina Philpott
(2016)

Ally Schueneman
(2018)

Julia Treis
(2018)

Brooke Wilner
(2016)

Ian Woodward
(2017)

Hadley Bryan
(2017)

Lindsay Clontz
(2018)

Aimee Durrett
(2018)

Laura Goodman
(2018)

Kelly Harris
(2017)

Kevin Hernandez
(2019)

Christina LaMaire
(2018)

Atif Mahmood
(2019)

Conner Murray
(2017)

Catrina Rateb
(2018)

Brinkley Raynor
(2017)

Nishant Singh
(2019)

Anna Smith
(2018)

Carissa Womble
(2019)

Bailey Craddock
(2017)

Christina Harvey
(2017)

Tayyab Hussain
(2016)

Ashle Page
(2017)

Sambit Panda
(2018)

Tin Phan
(2019)

Kendall Rease
(2018)

Nishant Singh
(2019)

Cassidy Slabaugh
(2017)

Selected as a co-op intern with 
Oracle Corporation in Morrisville, 
NC for 2015-2016

Received an internship offer to work 
on embedded system development 
with Device Solutions in Morrisville, 
NC for 2015-12016

Selected as a co-op intern for GE 
Aviation in Cincinnati, Ohio for 
Spring 2016

Received an internship offer with 
Seqirus in Holly Springs, NC for 
Spring 2016

Hired as a plant engineer intern at 
ExxonMobil in Beaumont, TX for 
Summer 2016

Hired as a chemical engineer 
with Georgia-Pacific in Florida for 
Summer 2016

Hired as a technical intern for Trelleborg 
Coated Systems in Rutherfordton, NC 
for Summer 2015 & 2016

Accepted into the NASA Internships, 
Fellowships, and Scholarships 
Program at NASA Langley Research 
Center in Hampton, VA for the 
Summer 2016 Internship Program

Hired as a community lab assistant 
for Biogen in Research Triangle Park 
during Spring 2016

Hired as a supply chain analyst intern 
at Caterpillar BCP plant in Athens, GA 
for Summer 2016

Hired as a mechanical engineer 
for a co-op with General Electric in 
Wilmington, NC

Hired as an electromechanical 
engineer intern for LORD Corp. in 
Cary, NC in 2015

Selected as a co-op intern at Robert 
Bosch, LLC in Charleston, SC for 
Summer 2016

Hired as Summer 2016 intern 
for the Biotechnology Summer 
Undergraduate Research Experience 
Program with Dr. Christina Garcia at 
NC State

Hired as an intern for on-going 
research project on densities of 
snowshoe hares in Western Montana 
for Summer 2016

Selected to participate in 
undergraduate research in Dr. Mary 
Anna Carbone’s Genetics lab for 
Summer 2016

Conducted research on laser 
irradiation on AT- and BT-cut quartz 
crystal microbalances in Dr. Krim’s 
Nanotribology Lab at NC State during 
Spring 2016

Conducted applied ecology research 
project in Dr. Steven Frank’s lab 
during Spring and Summer 2016 to 
study how different environmental 
factors of biocells around campus 
affect the insect communities that 
live there

Worked as an undergraduate researcher 
to study how to efficiently synthesize 
pharmaceuticals with Dr. Atul Kotnis at 
NC State during Spring 2016

Selected as undergraduate research 
intern for NC State’s Comparative 
Medicine Institute under Dr. David 
Aylor and Dr. Kathryn Meurs to study 
hybrid dogs and allele expression

Selected as undergraduate researcher 
in organic chemistry with Dr. Atul 
Kotnis at NC State for Summer 2016

Selected to work on two research 
projects in Dr. Doug Call’s 
Environmental Engineering Lab for 
Summer 2015

Selected to participate in 
undergraduate research in Dr. Kelly’s 
hyperthermophile lab and Dr. Beisel’s 
synthetic biology lab for Summer 2016

Interned with the National Institute 
of Environmental Health Sciences 
to research Klebsiella bacteria in 
Summer 2015. Accepted to the 
DAAD RISE program in Germany for 
Summer 2016

Working on a three-year project 
to create and implement an early 
prediction support system for sepsis 
cases in hospitals in Dr. Julie Ivy’s 
Industrial & Systems Engineering Lab

Selected to participate in 
undergraduate research on fescue 
toxicity and management in beef 
cattle with Dr. Daniel Poole’s 
laboratory at NC State for Spring 2016

Selected to work on a research project 
on the persistence of herbal treatment 
residues in the milk and meat of 
organic dairy cows with Dr. Ronald 
Baynes and Dr. Keena Mullen in the 
College of Veterinary Medicine for 
Summer 2016

Founded Camp Kesem at NC State 
in 2015-2016, a nationwide non-profit 
organization that supports children of 
cancer patients

Appointed as first vice president for 
NC State’s Sigma Alpha Agricultural 
Professional Sorority in Fall 2015

Placed in 1st and 2nd place at the 
Lulu eGames, in the New Venture 
Challenge and the Design & Prototype 
Challenge, respectively, with his 
startup company, Trakex. Also selected 
as a finalist for the ACC Inventure and 
the NC Idea Grant

Selected as a 2015 Leader of the Pack 
finalist. Also served as Co-Chair of 
Service Raleigh with Sarah Bristol (2017)

Received $2,000 in funding for an 
entrepreneurship project through the 
Biomedical Engineering Department’s i4 
competition

Founded NC State Chapter of Operation 
Smile, an international children’s medical 
charity providing free surgeries for 
children with cleft lip, in 2015-2016

Appointed as director of scholarship 
for Delta Gamma Fraternity: Eta Kappa 
Chapter in 2015-2016

Founded NC State and UNC Chapel Hill 
Chapters of Child Rights and Youth in 
2015-2016

Elected Chair of the University Scholars 
Program’s Scholars Council for 2016-17

Industry Achievements

Research & Lab Achievements

Leadership & Academic Achievements
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“I grew up in Currituck County, but I was born in 
Chesapeake, Virginia. I also lived in Pennsylvania some 
during my early years. I enjoy spending as much time 
outdoors as possible, whether that is exploring a new city, 
going on runs, or playing soccer. My parents have always 
encouraged me to work hard and show passion in my work. 
I owe a lot of my success to their constant encouragement.”

Pennsylvania, North Carolina,
and Everywhere In Between

“I recently graduated with a B.S. in Biomedical Engineering with 
a concentration in biomechanics. College sometimes proved 
to be very difficult. Sometimes I did not think I would make it 
through a class or my major, but what motivated me to work 
hard and keep pushing along was my passion for helping people 
through medical innovation. I think my greatest accomplishment 
at NC State was the research I completed throughout my 
undergraduate career. I first got involved in the lab because of 
a yearly scholars program through the Biomedical Engineering 
(BME) department, called the Abrams Scholars Program. This 
program funded up to a year of research in a specific lab, under 
a specific project that was applied for by BME students. This 
project was on assessing gait variations of dogs post spinal 
cord injury. This project stemmed into a multi-year project that 
gained additional funding for more projects and data collections. 
Currently, the project is being pushed towards publication. This 
research gave me the opportunity to work on another project 
within the same lab, helping a PhD student build an exoskeleton 
emulator test bed. These experiences ultimately helped me to 
get my first internship at National Instruments in Austin, Texas 
the summer of my junior year, and lead to my first full-time job 
with Duke University.”

Perseverance and Determination

“I have recently been hired by Duke University Medical Center 
as a research and development engineer. Here I will be working 
on assistive devices for patients to use at home across a broad 
range of disease states. I think this job is a great platform to 
learn new and exciting things while also growing as an engineer 
and scientist. In five years, I see myself making an impact in 
the medical community. By this time I hope some products I 
develop out of Duke will be on the market and starting to help 
people throughout the country.”

Developing the New Wave of Assistive Devices

“Being a Goodnight Scholar is more than putting on a pin 
that has the name of the Program and my name, it’s a feeling 
of appreciation that I wear everywhere I go and throughout 
everything I do. By definition, a scholar is a specialist in a 
particular branch of study, so I have always liked to think that 
being a Goodnight Scholar meant that we’re the walking 
evidence of academic excellence amongst our peers. We’re 
the ones that ran the extra mile even when our calves were 
trying to give in. We’re those people that are not only pursuing 
our course of study for our own financial or academic benefit, 
but to somehow give back to a community that needs bright 
minds in the areas that we’re studying. Being a Goodnight 
Scholar means that we have been adopted by the Wolfpack to 
lead that pack in and out of campus.”

Maximizing Her Minutes in the Goodnight 
Scholars Program

Leighanne Davis
When Leighanne Davis ‘16 was ten years old, her mother was diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis which resulted in a double hip replacement and endless hours 
of physical therapy. If you ask Leighanne when her passion for the biomedical 
engineering field began, it was seeing modern medicine and her mother’s resolve 
unify to take on this crippling illness. Years later, with her undergraduate degree and 
lab research under her belt, Leighanne can confidently say she is living her dream 
as she prepares to join Duke University Medical Center’s staff as a research and 
development engineer to battle an assortment of debilitating diseases.
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First Year Experience

The ambivalence you feel is overwhelming. While you are 
excited about the limitless possibilities at NC State and 
meeting new friends in the Goodnight Scholars community, 
the anxiety and uncertainty of living far away from home 
teeters a fine line between motivating and suffocating. The 
voice in your head doesn’t help calm your nerves, either.

“What happens if I fail a class?”

“How am I going to get around campus? It’s bigger than my 
hometown!”

“What if I hate my major?”

In the Goodnight Scholars Program, we have seen and heard 
it all when it comes to college transition issues, which is 
why we are meticulously intentional about the connections 
and programs we offer Goodnight Scholars during their first-
year experience.

For first-year Goodnight Scholars, this exciting chapter of 
their lives starts with the Summer Retreat: a 3-day event 
in mid-August that spans NC State and SAS Institute’s 
campuses. At the Summer Retreat, first-year Goodnight 
Scholars start cultivating a cohort mentality which, as they 
quickly learn, will be one of their greatest support systems 
on-campus.

When they’re not competing in an intense game of Tanks 
& Commanders or racing towards the finish line in the 
“U Sink, U Swim” boat building competition, first-year 
Goodnight Scholars receive mentorship on college life from 

their Goodnight Mentors. Consisting of 25 upperclassmen 
Goodnight Scholars, the Goodnight Mentors guide first-year 
Goodnight Scholars through their college transition long after 
the Summer Retreat is over by offering advice, wisdom, and 
an empathetic ear for when times get tough.

One new element of the first-year Goodnight Scholars 
experience was the introduction of the First-Year Seminar: 
a bi-weekly one-credit hour class focused on social 
entrepreneurship and critical issues in North Carolina. First-
year scholars were tasked with working in small groups 
to create a research poster and minimum viable product 
that addressed societal or environmental topics facing the 
Tar Heel State. How do you minimize the impact of food 
deserts in North Carolina? One group created a mobile 
grocery store. What about restoring vibrancy in downtown 
communities in rural communities? Another solution was 
a millennial-focused website that is best described as “the 
Match.com for rural North Carolina.” While the solutions 
were a wonderful byproduct of the course, the primary 
goal was for first-year scholars to learn about problem 
identification and research, interdisciplinary teamwork, and 
using one’s strengths and passions to create something 
from nothing.

What’s the best way to silence the self-doubting, anxious 
voice in your head? First-year Goodnight Scholars will 
say being empowered with the skills, knowledge, and 
confidence to overcome college’s first-year hurdles. 
Suddenly, what was once an audible shout of nervousness 
turns into an inaudible whisper.

2015 Retreat Leaders 2015 Goodnight Mentors

Katie Almasy ‘17

Bailey Craddock ‘17

Parker Colbath ‘18

Anna Smith ‘18

Stephen Carpenter ‘17

Sarah Bristol ‘17

Jeb Smith ‘16

Julia Treis ‘18

Madison Baldwin ‘18

Grayson Walker ‘17

Lane Willis ‘18

Evan Rogers ‘18

Aimee Durrett ‘18
Anna Smith ‘18
Blair Pearce ‘18
Carl Jenkins ‘17
Catrina Rateb ‘18
Chiuwen Thor ‘16
Christina LaMaire ‘18
Courtney Smith ‘17
Hadley Bryan ‘17
Jaylon Alexander ‘18
Jovana Vidacak ‘18
Kaleb Morrow ‘18
Katie Almasy ‘17

Kendall Rease ‘18
Kraig Turner ‘18
Leighanne Davis ‘16
Lindsay Clontz ‘18
Mackenzie Dougherty ‘16
Martha Hunt ‘16
Max Davis ‘18
Megan Owens ‘18
Sabrina Monserate ‘18
Sambit Panda ‘18
Skylare Smith ‘17
Wren Fowler ‘18

Imagine yourself in the shoes of a
first-year Goodnight Scholar at NC State.
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HH: “My passion for service and love for human biology 
have inspired me to pursue a career in medicine. My 
motivation for this career choice also stems from my dream 
to travel within third world countries, providing health care in 
underprivileged communities. I hope to go to either medical 
or P.A. school but that’s a few years off. Until then I aim to 
become further involved within my Raleigh community. 
I have become a part of student organizations such as 
Operation Smile and Dance Marathon, both of which I intend 
to help grow so that they might make a bigger impact in 
both local and global communities.”

MH: “[My older sisters] had an influence on my choice of 
human biology as my major and on my desire to have a 
career in medicine. I plan on becoming an impactful member 
of the medical field as a medical professional with the goal 
of serving in my workplace and at home, but also in various 
areas of the world through service trips. I plan to continue 
growing my understanding of the Spanish language so that I 
can better serve patients here and abroad.

Medicinal Sisters

HH: “Martha or as I like to call her, ‘Marty,’ is one of the most 
self-motivated people I know. We have spent many hours in 
D.H. Hill Library together, and her commitment to excellence 
is ever apparent. What I love most about Martha is her 
selflessness. She will go out of her way to make people feel 
special, welcome, and included. Her smiles are infectious and 
she’s amazing at giving advice.”

MH: “Hannah is amazing. She is a friendly, energetic person 
that is motivated to make a difference. She doesn’t just 
endeavor to make a difference, but to have a daily impact on 
other people’s lives. Just as she is a supportive and caring 
sister, she is a selfless friend. She is the person people 
think of and call when they need a hand. She is as fierce an 
advocate for which one could hope and a daunting adversary. 
Things that people consider challenging or difficult seem to 
come naturally for her.”

HH: “I have really enjoyed being in the Goodnight Scholars 
Program with Martha. We’ve had a lot of fun attending all the 
different Goodnight events with each other and getting to 
share in each event’s unique experience. Having a sibling in the 
Program meant getting an extra push to try out new events and 
encouragement to apply for leadership positions. Martha has 
been a constant source of advice and guidance while I adjusted 
to my first-year at college. She’s given me the confidence I 
needed to step out of my comfort zone, and helped me to 
understand my role as a Goodnight Scholar and the many 
blessings that role brings along with it.”

MH: “Having my sister as a part of the Program has been one 
of my college experiences for which I am most thankful. I have 
enjoyed sharing my experiences with her and participating 
together in the Program that has been such a huge blessing 
to our family. Through her experiences as a first-year scholar, 
I have been able to see how the Program has grown and 
changed. The advancements of the Program have been 
amazing to watch and take part in thus far. So many of the 
experiences with the Program are of the ‘you had to be there’ 
variety, and it has been particularly enjoyable to have my sister 
with whom to share in them.” 

HH: “I got the amazing opportunity to travel across North 
Carolina with other scholars in the Program and learn about 
North Carolina’s education system while working to instill 
a passion for STEM fields in elementary school students. 
It was a formative experience that taught me the value of 
collaboration and working with a diverse group of people 
while looking to find and share similar passions, even with 
someone you may not have anything in common with. 
The friendships and knowledge I gained from this trip are 
invaluable, and I will certainly cherish them for years to come.”

MH: “I had the privilege of going on two separate trips with 
the Goodnight Scholars Program, one to New Orleans and 
one to Boston. The trips strengthened my relationships 
with my fellow Goodnights and broadened my perspective 
of the U.S. The New Orleans trip focused on healthcare 
and underserved populations. Working with the people of 
New Orleans helped me cement my goals to one day serve 
those in need and motivated me to continue on my path to 
a medical career. Boston was the largest metropolitan city I 
have ever visited, and I was excited to see the ways everyday 
life there varied from my life in my rural hometown.”

Warm & Fuzzies

Forever Grateful to Share This Experience

The Sisterhood of the Traveling
Goodnight Scholars

Hannah Hunt
Martha Hunt
Meet the Hunt Sisters, Hannah ‘19 and Martha ‘16. Hannah and Martha do everything 
together, so it comes as no surprise that their sisterly bond extends to their lives at
NC State and in the Goodnight Scholars Program. As they’ve learned over the past 
year, having your best friend by your side makes college a whole lot more fun.
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On November 2, 2015, co-founder of The Global Soap Project 
and new CEO of Atlanta’s Center for Civil and Human Rights, 
Derreck Kayongo, captivated an audience of 300+ with 
his story of going from a Ugandan refugee to CNN Hero 
recipient and influential figure in the nonprofit and social 
entrepreneurial landscapes. When the charismatic Derreck 
and his wife, Sarah, started The Global Soap Project in 
2009, their vision was to provide free modern sanitation to 
needy populations by collecting and repurposing used hotel 
soap that would be distributed to communities across the 
globe. This simple, ingenious idea has led to the distribution 
of more than 100,000 bars of soap to nine countries, and 
represents the type of creativity and socially conscious 
actions we look to ignite in our Goodnight Scholars.

When Dr. Ainissa Ramirez, former associate professor at Yale 
University and co-author of the bestselling book Newton’s 
Football: The Science Behind America’s Game stepped up 
to the podium in front of a crowd of 400+ inside Stewart 
Theatre on February 8, 2016, her theme was certainly topical. 
Hours after Super Bowl 50, Dr. Ramirez spoke about the 
intersection between physics and football using the gridiron’s 
history to show how science has greatly influenced some 
of the game’s most well-known and controversial moments. 
And while Dr. Ramirez couldn’t explain the Carolina Panthers’ 
disappointing performance from the previous night, she 
did offer riveting insight as to how scientific knowledge 
learned in the classroom is applied to one of North America’s 
greatest athletic spectacles.

Their subject matter may have been wildly different, but both 
Mr. Kayongo and Dr. Ramirez personified the characteristics 
of advocates and innovators who didn’t allow their 
expertise to be limited to the preconceived notions of their 
professions. It’s a message that should resonate with all NC 
State students.

This year, NC State was privileged to be visited by 
two brilliant and innovative minds from the STEM 
and social entrepreneurship fields as part of the 
Goodnight Scholars Program Presents Speaker Series.

The Goodnight Scholars Program
Presents Speaker Series



18 19

Goodnight Scholars
LEGO Brick Build
For the 2nd annual Goodnight Scholars LEGO Brick 
Build Competition on April 8th, the Goodnight 
Scholars Program built off of the positive 
momentum from last year’s inaugural event and 
created an afternoon defined by one word…FUN!
This year’s LEGO Brick Build Competition featured more than 
100,000 LEGO pieces and saw 80+ kids from the Boys & Girls 
Club of Wake County participate in a captivating mix of STEM 
and NC State-inspired activities, all of which involved LEGO. 
These energetic kids learned from 44 Goodnight Scholars 
volunteers about mathematical dimensions and ratios by 
constructing NC State images and landmarks, such as a wolf 
and the Memorial Belltower, as well as working together to 
create towering structures that seemed to skim the ceiling 
lights inside Carmichael Gymnasium.

In tandem with the kids’ STEM stations, 23 teams of 
NC State college students faced off in a heated design 
competition to construct LEGO masterpieces that showed 
their vision of NC State’s future. Innovative interpretations 
of the Memorial Belltower and the Wolfline were some of 

the many LEGO magna opera on display. In the end, three 
teams took home winning prizes which included a first place 
victory for Brick to the Future (Nicole Hlebak, Ben Brady, 
Sarah Novitt, and Summer Dudick); second place honors for 
The Molecular LEGO Builders (Rachel Hall, Kyle Bingham, 
Edward Kalkreuter, and Mounir Zerrad); and a kids choice 
award for Dirty Mike & The Boyz (Mike Schlesinger, Matt 
Eddinger, Grant Mangum, and Anna Schlesinger).

Beyond the fun and learning, the Boys & Girls Club of Wake 
County left the event with 362 individual school supply 
items donated by the 23 teams. Large plastic bins filled 
with notebooks, markers, pens, and more symbolized 
each team’s commitment to ensuring that the Boys & Girls 
Club of Wake County is able to provide quality educational 
opportunities for their students each and every year.
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Fall Break: Boston
Our Fall Break trip to Boston, Massachusetts 
has quickly become one of our community’s 
favorite traditions. 

When coordinating this trip last year, we wanted to offer 
Goodnight Scholars the opportunity to engage with some 
of Boston’s acclaimed STEM and education experts while 
learning about the city’s renowned history and culture.

Mission accomplished, right? Yes, but that did not stop us 
from building on momentum from the previous year as we 
embarked on our second journey to the self-proclaimed 
“Hub of the Universe.”

Bigger and better are two words that immediately jump to 
mind when talking about Fall Break: Boston 2015. Not only 
did the trip extend an extra day from October 7th - 11th, but 
the number of Goodnight Scholars in attendance doubled 
from 12 to 24 students. Bigger and better also extended to 
the  volume and quality of professional and cultural activities.

Goodnight Scholars were able to talk shop with scientists, 
entrepreneurs, and students from MIT’s Center for 
Biomedical Innovation while learning about cutting-edge 
research in genetics, transportation, and medical care 
from industry professionals at the Broad Institute, Volpe 
National Transportation Systems Center, and Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center. The Boston education system also 
received time in the spotlight courtesy of candid roundtable 
discussions with NC State alumni Dr. Kathryn Hollar of 
Harvard’s School of Engineering and Applied Sciences and Dr. 
Shira Fruchtman of MIT’s Office of Digital Learning, as well 
as tales from the classroom told by Brookline High School 
teachers Catherine Wolf, Stacy Kissel, and Elizabeth Crane.

Goodnight Scholars also got to explore every corner of 
Boston south of the Charles River. A vivid tour of the 
Freedom Trail highlighted Boston’s journey as a landmark 
city. Visits to the New England Aquarium and Fenway Park 
entertained and amazed. A top quality performance of The 
Book of Mormon at the 116-year old Citi Emerson Colonial 
Theatre had Goodnight Scholars immersed in the creative 
arts. Oh, and it would be blasphemous of us to not mention 
the New England cuisine featuring prized seafood and Italian 
dishes that you can only get in Olde Towne.

Fall Break: Boston 2015 will be a tough act to follow in 2016, 
but the overwhelmingly positive feedback from Goodnight 
Scholars on the trip gives us the motivation to go from 
bigger and better to biggest and best.
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Alternative Service Break: North Carolina
All it took was for one Goodnight Scholar 
to speak up.

Kaleb Morrow ‘18 comes from a small town called Forest 
City, tucked away in the mountains of Rutherford County. 
He knew that Forest City, and rural communities like it 
throughout the state, are starved for quality STEM outreach 
programs, particularly at the middle school level. Personally 
impacted by this issue, Kaleb pitched his idea to us: a STEM 
education road trip to middle schools stretching from the 
mountains to the coast of North Carolina. This trip would 
allow us to get in North Carolina classrooms that rarely, 
if ever, have visitors from NC State and use hands-on 
workshops to encourage curiosity for STEM.

And thus, our North Carolina: Mountains to Coast trip was born.

Over Spring Break, twelve Goodnight Scholars and two 
staff packed into two vans and hit the road. During the 
day, scholars facilitated STEM workshops focused on 
fundamental science and engineering concepts at an 
assortment of middle schools including Chase, Sandy 
Grove, and Pamlico. Naturally, these workshops weren’t 
your standard classroom fare. After all, what’s cooler: using 

a PowerPoint to lecture about turning chemical energy into 
electrical energy or showing it by building a voltaic battery 
using lemons? Or how about thumbing through a textbook 
about physics concepts or showing it in action by racing 
rubber band cars?

In between school visits, scholars learned about North 
Carolina’s rich history, natural beauty, and diverse populations 
by visiting the sites like the Levine Museum, the Biltmore, 
Chimney Rock State Park and Fort Macon. These excursions 
gave our scholars a better understanding of how the state’s 
history and natural resources shape the direction of North 
Carolina’s future, as well as the chance to reflect and share 
their respective upbringings with each other.

North Carolina: Mountains to Coast was one of those trips 
where you come back home, and can’t wait to go again. 
Development for next year’s trip is already in progress. And 
to think it all started with one student whose idea went on 
to impact the lives of many.
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“Despite my small town beginnings, my parents have never put 
any limits on my learning. Even though I lived an hour away from 
my school kindergarten through twelfth grade, I participated in 
many clubs, ran cross-country for six years, played violin for all 
of the years I attended, and became part of a family that also 
supported me in all my endeavors. It was during middle school 
that I was introduced to Science Olympiad. Shortly after joining 
the team, I knew I wanted to pursue science in college. I also 
had several teachers throughout high school who assured me I 
could do whatever I set my mind to. All of these things allowed 
me to see myself and feel like I belong on a college campus.”

Variety is the Spice of Life

“Since music has always been a part of my life, it was 
important that I continue to practice while I was at NC State. I 
have been a member of the NC State Chorale every semester 
I have been here and also embarked on a tour in Italy my 
freshman year. Taking time to devote to music allows me to 
maintain a balance to my schedule. No matter what is going 
on with my other classes, I have three guaranteed hours of 
rehearsal a week during which I can just focus on the music in 
front of me.”

“It’s been such a privilege, not only to be a part of the 
Goodnight Scholars Program, but to be here for such an 
exciting time. I have gotten such fulfillment from serving the 
Program in my roles as a mentor and ambassador. As a mentor, 
I’ve made connections with the past two incoming classes of 
Scholars as well as my fellow mentors from other classes. This 
broadened my support system within the Goodnight Scholars 
community and helped me reflect on my journey at State. As 
an ambassador, I was able to visit schools in my home county 
and encourage juniors and seniors to get excited about college. 
I was thrilled to find out this April that one of the students who 
stayed to talk to me after one of my ambassador meetings had 
been accepted into the Goodnight Scholars Class of 2020. This 
made establishing a connection with Duplin County schools 
even more exciting, knowing after I graduate there will be 
another scholar to continue encouraging students.”

“My experience as a Goodnight Scholar has been nothing 
short of amazing and transformative. Because I have not had 
to worry about how I was going to pay for college or how I was 
going to find my way on a campus of almost 34,000 people, I 
have been able to experience more things, within and out of 
the Program, see new countries, and find my passion. Because 
of the Goodnight Scholars Program, there were no limits to my 
education and experience at NC State.”

“Being a Goodnight Scholar means that when I started college, 
a support system was already here waiting for me. In addition 
to Dr. and Mrs. Goodnight, professional staff, interns, and 
countless others who help the Program be the best it can be, 
every student in the Program becomes part of that support 
system. I would have been completely overwhelmed coming 
to Raleigh from a town where you can count all the stoplights 
on one hand had it not been for this community. Any time I 
had any doubt about my journey, questions about school, or 
any number of things, there was someone who was there to 
encourage me and help me find answers.”

“With continued training my goal is to make a clinical impact 
through genetics research. When I started here at State, 
I originally planned to make my impact as a doctor. That’s 
what I had always wanted to do, and I had never really given 
any thought to other future plans. Once I actually got started 
with classes and research, I fell in love with it and had to find 
a way to make a difference, not as a medical doctor, but a 
medical researcher. I’m interested in exploring differences 
in individuals’ metabolism of pain medicine in order to find 
more efficient ways to manage chronic pain. Throughout my 
continued education and career, I hope to educate others on 
genetic testing and research in order to increase acceptance 
and support of these endeavors.”

Music is the Soundtrack of our Lives

Duplin County Represent

Limitless Transformation

Always By Your Side

Geneticist

Hadley Bryan
Pack up the car because we’re off to the beach. While we’re speeding down I-40 day dreaming of 
white sand and huge waves, pay attention to that one exit for the town that’s a head-scratcher to 
pronounce, Chinquapin. Hadley Bryan ‘17 calls it home. And while for some, Chinquapin is another 
town that fades away in the rearview mirror en route to the beach, it’s the point of origin for Hadley’s 
journey to becoming a world traveller and global educator in genetic testing and research. Seeing as 
she’s already studied abroad in Spain, interned at NC State’s Biotechnology Department, and served as 
president of the Genetics Club, Hadley’s going to reach her goals before our toes even hit the sand.
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That year was filled with equal parts excitement and 
uncertainty, wondering how our partners at Peacework 
International and the Asa Wright Nature Centre would 
respond to having a group of highly motivated college 
students who wanted to embrace Trinidadian culture and 
support the community in any way possible.

Now here we are, one year later, fondly reflecting on our 
second visit. The uncertainty is gone. The excitement is as 
strong as ever. And thanks to the week’s worth of service 
and cultural activities, we are already eagerly awaiting next 
year’s adventure.

Knowing what our team of 15 Goodnight Scholars 
(affectionately known as “Team Trinidad”) were capable of, 
the Asa Wright Nature Centre put us to work immediately 
with various construction and restoration projects that 
helped maintain Asa Wright’s reputation as a world-class 
destination for tropical ecology and birdwatching aficionados. 
Building trail sheds and installing guardrails underneath 
the smoldering tropical sun tested Goodnight Scholars’ 
concentration and work ethic, requiring them to not only 
focus on the task at hand, but the well-being of each other.

Team Trinidad broke a sweat, but it wasn’t always because of 
good old-fashioned manual labor. After all, when you’re face-
to-face(s) with a classroom of 25+ primary school children, 
beads of sweat will congregate on your brow and your heart 
will race like a hummingbird. A new component to this year’s 
trip was two back-to-back days teaching environmental 
conservation to students at Malabar FC and Arima New 
Government primary schools. Scholars facilitated  engaging 
classroom activities that taught valuable lessons about 
sustainability in a way that got students out of their seats 
and wanting more.

The learning opportunities for Team Trinidad were also found 
in the cultural connections they made throughout the week. 
Tours of the Caroni Swamp - Trinidad and Tobago’s second 
largest mangrove wetland and home to the scarlet ibis - and 
aripo savannas revealed a diverse tropical ecosystem that 
fills Trini residents with pride. Cooking a meal from scratch 
with locals of the Brasso Seco village using home grown 
produce offered a storybook exchange of delicious food 
and culture. No matter the activity, Goodnight Scholars got 
to witness the remarkable self-regard Trinidad and Tobago 
natives have for their heritage and how it dictates their 
actions when interacting with nature and their neighbors.

What will ASB: Trinidad and Tobago 2017 have in store for us? 
While we don’t have access to a time machine a la Dr. Who, 
we can see a future where we’re returning from next year’s 
trip feeling as inspired and fulfilled as we are now.

It’s hard to believe it was a year ago when we embarked on 
our first Alternative Service Break (ASB) trip to the Republic of 
Trinidad & Tobago, a twin-island Caribbean nation roughly 50 
miles off the coast of Venezuela. 

Alternative Service Break:
Trinidad and Tobago
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“I love the outdoors and all things that grow and thrive 
on our awesome planet, and try to spend as much time 
hiking, rock-climbing, and soaking in nature as I can. Mixed 
in with that, I really enjoy being creative through music, 
poetry, and art, especially because of the connections and 
friendships that they create. I am passionate about my 
faith, sustainability, the power of kindness, and the use of 
engineering and other STEM disciplines as tools for good. 
As I have studied and grown at NC State I feel that I have 
become more idealistic, but also learned to use rational 
engineering skills to temper naivety and be realistic in what I 
endeavor to do.”

Captain Planet

“I think that my friends would describe my temperament as 
optimistic and gregarious. They would likely say that I love to 
learn and share knowledge, and that I try to maintain a clear 
sense of right and wrong in any situation. I think they would 
also probably say that I can become over excited when I am 
passionate about things and that I can border on foolhardy if 
I have my mind set on something, but that I remain kind and 
upbeat through most challenges. More than anything I seek to 
build my friends up and encourage them in whatever they are 
doing, so hopefully that would be included on the list as well. 
I have both the Goodnight Scholars Program and my fellow 
scholars to thank for the amazing friendships I have made 
during my first two years in the GS family, all of which I am 
looking forward to maintaining for the rest of my life.”

“I do not wish to imagine my college experience without 
the Goodnight Scholars Program, but it does not take much 
thinking to conclude that it would have been less colorful, more 
self-centered, and lacking in heart from the beginning. In fact, 
I would say that the biggest defining factor of my experience 
as a Goodnight Scholar is the culture of the Program and what 
is valued within it. We learn from the start that humility, hard 
work, strong community, and a ‘pay it forward’ attitude are all 
highly-esteemed qualities. Not only have I become a better 
student, leader, learner, and citizen through the Program, but I 
can confidently say that I have become a better person too.”

“Goodnight Scholar is not a title, given to say, ‘Job well done’, 
nor is it a free pass to any future accomplishments outside 
of itself. Being a Goodnight Scholar is about investment and 
reciprocal expectation. It means never walking the easy road, 
but also never walking alone. Often we are faced with the 
choice between pushing forward to create positive change, or 
continuing with the status quo. It is my identity as a Goodnight 
Scholar that motivates me to always look for improvements to 
be made and barriers that need to be overcome. We Goodnight 
Scholars become the change we wish to see, and apply our 
talents for the good of our communities. One of the Program’s 
mottos is ‘Pay It Forward’, but as a Goodnight Scholar this 
does not take the form of an expectation or an obligation. It 
is ingrained within us, that what we have learned from this 
Program would instinctively be used for the betterment of all.”

“Upon graduating from dear old NC State, I plan to pursue a 
career as a chemical engineer in an environmental field. I hope 
to focus on pollution mitigation, renewable energy, energy 
storage, or ecological engineering as my career progresses. My 
biggest goal as I join the workforce is to find a position where I 
am serving others by improving the quality of the environment. 
There is no aspect of environmental improvement that does not 
have an effect on humanity, and the more positive that effect is, 
the more sustainable the solution will be.”

“Being a student at NC State alone is something I 
consider to be a great accomplishment. I am consistently 
surprised and humbled by all that my peers do and create. 
I am honored to call myself a member of the Wolfpack. I 
feel I have accomplished a great deal when it comes to 
international and local service. I’ve been fortunate enough 
to go on two international spring break service trips, which 
involved starting a tree nursery in Nicaragua to prevent 
erosion and doing ecological research and maintenance of 
protected lands in Trinidad and Tobago. I have worked with 
NC State’s Habitat for Humanity chapter as an officer for 
the past two years, and helped raise $65,000 for Habitat 
Wake County during the Shack-A-Thon fundraiser in 2015. 
Professionally, I have participated in academic research, a 

material science internship, and a co-op in Duke Energy’s 
environmental department. I am also proud to say that I have 
completed the Krispy Kreme Challenge in under an hour, 
grown a sizable spinach garden outside of my apartment, 
and can name most of the tree species on NC State’s 
campus. Accomplishments, after all, are relative.”

Can’t Put a Price on Friendship

Cultivating Informed and Engaged Citizens

Be the Change You Want to See in the World

Mother Nature’s Ally

Making The Wolfpack Proud

Parker Colbath
Parker Colbath ‘18 has an appetite for nature. The Monroe native can barely keep track of all 
his vivid memories of plunges into the ice-cold waters of Linville Gorge, rugged hikes through 
the Great Smoky Mountains, and rock-climbing adventures that would make Bear Grylls 
sweat. It’s these fond recollections that motivate Parker to preserve the planet, which he 
intends to accomplish using the knowledge gained from his studies as a chemical engineer 
with a sustainable energy and environment focus and environmental science minor. 
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From Day One of a Goodnight Scholar’s involvement in 
our community, we empower them to develop quality 
relationships with their peers that will transcend their time at 
NC State and persist throughout their lives.

That is not an easy task, but one we aim to achieve through 
an assortment of engaging and plain old fun social events!

Sometimes we like to offer smaller, intimate events that allow 
Goodnight Scholars to build strong bonds with each other 
while enjoying artistic and cultural expression they may not 
experience in the classroom. This year, our Cultural Arts Series 
featured an eclectic mix of performances from Raleigh Little 
Theatre, the Confucius Institute, Durham Performing Arts 
Center, North Carolina Museum of Art, and the Carolina Ballet. 
Class-specific socials with first-year scholars and graduating 
seniors allowed these respective groups to connect by 
painting NC State’s Free Expression Tunnel and enjoying gut-
busting comedy at Goodnights Comedy Club.

Other times our social events are about getting the gang 
together to de-stress and take a much needed break from 
academics. For some, that means making the hairs stand 

on the back of their necks at trips to the Darkside Haunted 
Estates or strapping on a pair of ice skates for the first time at 
the Cary Ice House. Those who do not see fear as a stress-
reliever gravitate towards their competitive natures at bowling 
nights or ultimate frisbee at our community tradition, the 
Bye Week Tailgate at Pullen Park. But all Goodnight Scholars 
find comfort in seeing the entire community together. One 
of our hallmark social events to start the academic year, the 
All Goodnight Meeting, provides such comfort as Goodnight 
Scholars enjoy a tasty BBQ dinner and learn about the 
surprises in store for them. After all, one of the best ways to 
combat stress is with genuine enthusiasm!

While we spread the message to Goodnight Scholars 
hoping they will create lifelong connections with each other, 
ultimately it is up to them to see one another as sources 
of support and friendship. Given the initiative to connect 
they have all shown throughout the academic year, they are 
hearing the message loud and clear.

Fostering Community
The greatest resource for Goodnight Scholars is 
each other. How often do you have the opportunity 
to be surrounded by 200 high-achieving, talented, 
and driven people?
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Sometimes budding professionals like our Goodnight 
Scholars need to sit back, relax, and be inspired by those 
in their trade who have paved the way for them. This 
year’s Real Leadership Series recruited an all-star roster 
of accomplished North Carolina leaders ranging from 
celebrated educational advocates such as Governor Jim 
Hunt Jr. and NC State Chancellor Randy Woodson to female 
STEM pioneers like CEO of Sepi Engineering, Sepi Saidi, 
IBM’s Vice President of Cloud Client Adoption, Wendy Toh, 
and NASA Astronaut Christina Hammock-Koch. Their tales of 
successes and failures, coupled with keen insight into future 
industry trends, gave Goodnight Scholars invaluable lessons 
on how professionalism looks after college life. And while 
the Real Leadership Series brought industry to our doorstep 
at NC State, the On The Job Series allowed Goodnight 
Scholars to visit some of the Triangle’s premier STEM 
companies including BASF Corporation, Bayer CropScience, 
SAS Institute, and ABB. Seeing industry in action showed 
how Goodnight Scholars’ classroom knowledge translates 
into the working world.

But professional development isn’t limited to conversations 
and lectures. Learn-by-doing is a concept we hold dear, 
from which Goodnight Scholars benefited by participating 
in professional development programming that shaped and 
refined their professional personas. Our strong partnership 
with Brian Germano and Jared Peterson of SAS Institute’s 
Emerging Leaders program brought a full year’s worth of 
hands-on workshops focused on professional networking, 
LinkedIn management, and job interview practice. 
Conferences and seminars hosted by the Institute for 
Emerging Issues and Shelton Leadership Center brought 
to light the dos and don’ts of business etiquette. And the 
Career Development Center’s Cara Doyle helped Goodnight 
Scholars dissect and improve their resumes as part of the 
ever-popular Resume Jam.

Developing tomorrow’s industry leaders and innovative 
professionals is a Herculean task. Fortunately, not only do we 
have the muscles for it, but we have a network of campus 
and community partners who are as passionate as we are 
about preparing our scholars for the rigors of the workforce.

The Professionals
of Tomorrow
Our approach to professional development is two-fold.
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At this stage in their lives, the best way that Goodnight 
Scholars can give back is through community service 
and outreach efforts. We did our part in creating the 
opportunities, but our scholars brought the energy and 
passion to turn these opportunities into meaningful 
moments.

Here at NC State, Goodnight Scholars teamed up to raise 
over $3,500 for Habitat for Humanity’s 2016 Shack-A-Thon, 
which dedicates all proceeds from the event to developing 
affordable housing for Wake County residents. Equally 
as impressive was the 362 school supply items donated 
through the 2nd annual LEGO Brick Build Competition, 
and the spectacular and educational afternoon Goodnight 
Scholars created for over 80 children from the Boys & Girls 
Club of Wake County (see pages 18-21).

Away from the warm red bricks of NC State’s campus and 
out into the world, Goodnight Scholars served as STEM 
advocates for K-12 youth throughout the state through 
their involvement with Science Olympiad, STEM Nights, 
Hackathon with the Boys & Girls Club, and our inaugural 
North Carolina: Mountains to Coast service trip (see pages 
23-26). When they weren’t spreading the STEM gospel, our 
scholars found themselves representing NC State across 
the state, at College Advising Corps-sponsored sessions in 
Lee and Dare County, at Pack Preview events in Fayetteville 
and Raleigh, and at presentations at their hometown high 
schools. And when the time for talking was over, Goodnight 
Scholars rolled up their sleeves and tightened their work 
gloves for service work at the Duke Lemur Center in 

Durham, Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina 
in Raleigh, and the Asa Wright Nature Centre in Trinidad and 
Tobago (see pages 30-33). All of these initiatives enlightened 
our scholars about the vast array of challenges facing 
communities throughout the world, and how support doesn’t 
always have to come in the form of monetary donations.

The unofficial motto of the U.S. Postal Service inscribed on 
New York’s James Farley Post Office reads, “Neither snow 
nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers 
from the swift completion of their appointed rounds.” No 
matter the circumstances, they get the job done. Why bring 
this up, you ask? It’s a philosophy that resonates with our 
scholars who, regardless of the type of service work, will 
jump right in and lend a helping hand.

Civic Engagement
& Community Outreach
Given the significant contributions and generosity 
that Dr. and Mrs. Goodnight have shown not only 
through our Program, but through their philanthropic 
efforts in North Carolina and beyond, instilling this 
concept of “paying it forward” into our Goodnight 
Scholars has been a priority since Day One.
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Goodnight Ambassadors
It takes a village to recruit “from Murphy to Manteo.”

In an effort to expand our recruitment and outreach efforts across the state, we 
launched the Goodnight Ambassador program in 2015-2016. This program creates 
a new leadership opportunity for current scholars to serve as ambassadors, at 
both on-campus recruiting events and in visits to NC high schools. Ambassadors 
returned to their hometowns and made visits to schools served by the College 
Advising Corps. These visits provided an opportunity to promote the Goodnight 
Scholars Program and NC State University, while at the same time encouraging 
high school students to pursue STEM fields and higher education in general.  
Ambassadors were able to share their unique paths to NC State, how they found 
a passion for STEM, and their advice for success in high school and college. 

2015 Goodnight Mentors Locations Visited by Ambassadors 
Jaylon Alexander
Katherine Almasy
Madison Baldwin
Christopher Bingham
Sarah Bristol
Hadley Bryan
Brittany Calloway
Stephen Carpenter
Leighanne Davis
Shannon Dexter
Kristin Ewan
Wren Fowler
Laura Goodman
Andrea Irving
Jasmine Kamiab
Michael Larkins
Thomas Matrejek
Sabrina Monserate
Kaleb Morrow

Angier
Asheville
Beulaville
Burgaw
Dallas
Durham
Fayetteville
Forest City
Gastonia

Michelle Myers
Ravyn Njagu
Sambit Panda
Blair Pearce
Catrina Rateb
Kendall Rease
Evan Rogers
Ellen Schilkowsky
Ally Schueneman
Juliet Simpson
Cassidy Slabaugh
Jeb Smith
Courtney Smith
Lyric Stephenson
Julia Treis
Grayson Walker
Hannah Walser
Lane Willis

Hillsborough
Monroe
Nags Head
Newport
Raleigh
Rocky Point
Rutherfordton
Teachey
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Enrichment Grants

In addition to our comprehensive array of programming and travel opportunities, we 
support the unique pursuits of our scholars through our enrichment grant program.  
Scholars can apply for funding to support a wide variety of high-impact learning 
experiences, including but not limited to study abroad, service trips, entrepreneurial 
activities, conference travel and undergraduate research. This year, 54 scholars 
received enrichment grants, worth a grand total of $133,600. 

To receive these funds, scholars submit an enrichment grant application detailing 
the proposed opportunity and how it relates to the scholar’s educational, personal, 
or professional aspirations. If the enrichment grant application is considered 
eligible and deserving of further consideration, the scholar is invited to interview 
with Goodnight Scholars Program Professional Staff and further elaborate on the 
proposal. Thus, the enrichment grant process ensures that scholars also enhance 
their proposal writing and interviewing skills. Upon return to campus, recipients 
are expected to share their experiences with their peers through written 
reflections and presentations.
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Fall 2015 Recipients

Matthew Simpson
Tyler Eller
Julia Treis

Franklin Blum
TJ Adams

Victoria Le
Leighanne Davis

Nishant Singh
Martha Hunt

Eric Horton
Sam Magura

Megan Owens
Kara Pardue

Sarah Bristol
Rebeka Townsend

Aimee Durrett
Catrina Rateb

Tayyab Hussain
Kristin Ewan

John Medeiros
Laura Goodman
Michael Larkins

Neill Robson
Caeman Toombs
Izabela Webster

Alternative Service Break: Alaska
Alternative Service Break: Belize
Alternative Service Break: Dominican Republic
Alternative Service Break: Ecuador
Alternative Service Break: Nicaragua
French Immersion Program, France
Graduate School Travel, Pennsylvania and New York
Institute of Industrial Engineering Conference, California
Kaplan & Princeton Review MCAT Prep Courses
LEAD Lab Web Development
LEAD Lab Web Development
Marine Mammal Field Techniques, Marine & Coastal Ecology Research Center, Puerto Rico
Math Volunteer Teaching, Zambia
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Conference, Nashville, Tennessee
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Conference, Nashville, Tennessee
NC State Chorale Tour, Ireland
NC State Chorale Tour, Ireland
Provisional Patent and Beta Product Design, Trakex
Study Abroad: Florence, Italy
Study Abroad: Florence, Italy
Study Abroad: Hangzhou, China
Study Abroad: Hangzhou, China
Study Abroad: Hangzhou, China
Study Abroad: Hangzhou, China
Study Abroad: Melbourne, Australia

Spring 2016 Recipients

William Harris
Jeffrey Barahona

Kendall Rease
Samuel Turner
Tyler Eubanks

Brinkley Raynor
Tayyab Hussain

Mary Brown
Carolei Bryan
Ashley Page

Katherine Almasy
Stephen Carpetner
Gabriella Mamlouk

Lindsay Clontz
Jacob North

Asa Augustin
Timothy Chen
Betsy Murphy

Tanner Roseborough
Blair Pearce

Luke Sain
Lane Willis

Parker Colbath
Shannon Dexter

Kelly Harris
Aimee Durrett
Sambit Panda

Atif Mahmood
Catrina Rateb

Carrisa Womble
Dominique Witherspoon

Tin Phan

3rd International Congress on 3D Materials Science, Illinois
Alternative Service Break: Alaska
Atlantis Project Fellow, Portugal
Atlantis Project Fellow, Spain
Bahamian Conservation Biology Program, Bahamas
DAAD RISE Program, Germany
Entrepreneurship Initiative Spring Break Trip: Silicon Valley
Graduate School Interview, Oxford University, England
MCAT Prep Course
NASA Internship, NASA Langley Research Center, Virginia
NC State Chorale Tour, Ireland
NC State Geology Field Camp, New Mexico
SEEDS Volunteer Program, Iceland
Snowshoe Hare Summer Field Research, Montana
Spring Break Service Trip, South Carolina
Study Abroad: Florence, Italy
Study Abroad: Hangzhou, China
Study Abroad: Hangzhou, China
Study Abroad: Poznan, Poland
Study Abroad: Segovia, Spain
Summer Service Camp Coordinator, Honduras
Summer Service Trip, Alaska
Summer Service with Syrian Refugees, Frankfurt, Germany
Summer Service with Syrian Refugees, Frankfurt, Germany
Summer Undergraduate Research in Applied Ecology
Summer Undergraduate Research in Genetics
Summer Undergraduate Research in Neuroscience
Summer Undergraduate Research in Organic Chemistry
Summer Undergraduate Research in Synthetic Biology
Summer Undergraduate Research in Veterinary Pharmacology
University Scholars Program Mayventure, Costa Rica
World Youth Day Program, Krakow, Poland 
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“I was born in Morristown, New Jersey, but moved to High 
Point  when I was six years old, and have been there ever 
since. High Point was an interesting place, it was a post-
industrial boom city, now trying to find its next source of 
economic empowerment. High Point was not the most 
academically competitive place to be, but I found a close 
group of friends that pushed me to try hard in school.”

A Jersey Boy Gone Country

“In terms of motivation, it was easily my parents! They are just 
two amazing people who supported me, encouraged me, and 
made lots of sacrifices to get me to where I am today. Creating 
a better life for them has become my daily motivation.”

“I am currently CEO of a startup here in Raleigh called Trakex 
that produces dimensioning equipment for the trucking industry 
to help them implement a new pricing structure initiative 
based off of weight and volume measurements. Trakex has 
enjoyed early success by winning 1st and 2nd place at the 
NCSU eGames in the New Venture and Design & Prototype 
Challenges, respectively. We also received the Y Combinator 
Fellowship, which selects 60 companies from a pool of 6,000 
to learn how to accelerate growth through the world’s most 
prestigious startup incubator. Something I have learned recently 
is that one of the best ways to impact the world is to create a 
business that has an impact on how people see the world. I 
hope to help the trucking industry use technology to improve 
their efficiencies and, as a result, create jobs in North Carolina.”

“This may seem a bit of a stretch, but a particular moment 
that had a major impact on me was when we went to see The 
Book of Mormon in Boston as part of our Fall Break trip. I never 
thought I would be someone to enjoy a live play. At the time, 
it was almost impossible to see myself saying ‘Hey, let’s go 
see a play.’ But going made me realize how important it is to 
have an open mind. It makes you more accepting of different 
experiences that are unfamiliar, but could end up be something 
you are really interested in. All of this from simply attending a 
play in Boston.”

“Being a Goodnight Scholar alumnus means that I am a part 
of an early legacy that will continue to benefit high-achieving 
individuals to earn a degree at a highly-respected university. 
The Goodnight Scholars Program provided me with amazing 
resources and a great sense of community. I take pride in the 
fact that I will not be the only one to benefit from this, and it 
will spark motivation in some of the best minds in the state of 
North Carolina.”

“I came [into college] pretty clueless to the amount of hard 
work it really took to succeed in different aspects of my life. 
I took a year off to intern at a manufacturing facility in South 
Carolina, but the free time after work really let me explore 
different things and see where my passions were. In the 
end, I simply realized I liked being placed in tough situations, 
and growing from the process of getting out of those tough 
situations. This realization led me to start my own company 
while in college that develops dimensioning equipment for 
the trucking industry.”

Thanks Mom & Dad!

Keep on Truckin’

Inspiration in the Unlikeliest Places

A Growing Legacy

Clueless No More

Tayyab Hussain
Part of mastering chemical engineering is being comfortable with self-discovery. Whether it’s being 
stumped by a complex formula or flopping on a major exam, chemical engineering is never short on 
valuable lessons that make you take a long, hard look in the mirror and reflect on your character and 
abilities. Looking back, Tayyab Hussain ‘16 wouldn’t have it any other way. Tayyab’s quest of self-discovery 
is his greatest accomplishment, pushing him to seek out opportunities that challenge every element of his 
existence. And as the current CEO of Trakex, a local dimensioning equipment startup, Tayyab is excited 
that his insatiable appetite for self-discovery will guide him throughout his entrepreneurial adventures. 
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The Goodnight Graduation Gala
Class of 2020 Selection &

It all happens in the span of a few months. It is part 
exciting and part bittersweet. It marks the beginning 
of a new chapter and the conclusion of another.

Starting in Fall 2015, our Class of 2020 began to take shape. 
A candidate pool of 695 high-achieving and talented high 
school students from across North Carolina was whittled 
down to 96 finalists who would go on to participate in our 
2nd annual Goodnight Scholars Finalist Interview Day on 
February 27, 2016 at the James B. Hunt Jr. Library on Cen-
tennial Campus. Finalists participated in a full day of NC 
State and Goodnight Scholars Program activities ranging 
from tours of the Hunt Library to scholar-led panels about 
life at NC State and in the Goodnight Scholars community. 
Of course, time was also dedicated to the finalists’ inter-
views which were conducted by 48 volunteers spanning all 
of our partnerships with NC State faculty, Kenan Fellows, 
SAS Emerging Leaders, and best of all, 17 of our Goodnight 
Scholars alumni!

After all of the application and interview data was compiled, 
the Class of 2020 was chosen by a selection committee with 
administrators and faculty from the College of Engineering, 
College of Education, and College of Sciences. Using their 
guidance and comprehensive knowledge of STEM and edu-
cation, 50 students representing 29 North Carolina counties 
and 21 unique STEM and education majors were selected 
for the ninth class of Goodnight Scholars.

Throughout this entire selection process, we were 
simultaneously bidding farewell to our Class of 2016, which 
culminated in the Goodnight Graduation Gala on April 15, 
2016 at Prestonwood Country Club in Cary. This impressive 
cohort marked our fifth graduating class, with each of the 
41 graduates on track to make an immediate impact in 
both industry and academia. “Software engineer at Cisco 
Systems,” “Medical student at Duke University’s School of 
Medicine,” and “Doctoral student at Oxford University in the 
United Kingdom” were but a few of the accolades shared 
with an audience of 270+ during the Gala ceremonies. Yes, 
it’s a little sad to see our Goodnight Scholars leave, but words 
cannot describe how proud we are of their accomplishments 
and how honored we are to now call them “alumni.”

And with the Class of 2016 off on a new adventure, the 
Class of 2020 will fill the void and continue the tradition of 
excellence maintained by our new graduates. They are a new 
chapter in our story that we cannot wait to see written.
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Scott Amoriello

Amar Arafat

Shannon Atako

Robert Baraldi

Brittany Besser

Ryan Bolic

Megan Broders

Mary Brown

Gift Coker

Leighanne Davis

Mackenzie Dougherty

Anna Dubovitskaya

John Fee

Noelle Griffin

Rebekah Harmon

Martha Hunt

Tayyab Hussain

Andrea Irving

Victoria Le

Brandon Lockee

Keith Loomis

Tyler Maltba

Andrew Martin

Owen Martin

Jose Medrano

Dana Moore, IV

Michelle Myers

Ravyn Njagu

Elaina Philpott

Kelsey Reppert

James Schaefer

Jeb Smith

Chiuwen Thor

Caroline Trader

Seth Troxler

Robert Tucker

Caitlin West

Jeremy Whitaker

Brooke Wilner

Alexander Yadon

Peyton Youmans

B.S. Animal Science
& Minor in Mathematics

B.S. Biomedical Engineering

B.S. Elementary Education

B.S. Mathematics & Minor in Statistics

B.S. Chemical Engineering
& Minor in German Studies

B.S. Biomedical Engineering

B.S. Polymer and Color Chemistry

B.S. Biological Sciences
& Minor in Biotechnology

B.S. Bioprocessing Science

B.S. Biomedical Engineering

B.S. Computer & Electrical Engineering

B.S. Computer Science

B.S. Statistics

B.S. Biological Sciences

B.S. Animal Science
& Minor in Agricultural Business 
Management

B.S. Biological Sciences
& Minor in Spanish

B.S. Chemical Engineering

B.S. Chemical Engineering,
B.A. International Studies,
Minors in Spanish and Chinese Studies

B.S. Environmental Sciences
& Minor in Parks, Recreation & Tourism

B.S. Computer & Electrical Engineering

B.S. Mechanical Engineering

B.S. Mathematics

B.S. Mechanical Engineering

B.S. Mechanical Engineering

B.S. Physics

Master in Computer Science

B.S. Plant Biology
& B.A. Anthropology

B.S. Biological Sciences

B.S. Biological Sciences
& Minor in Biotechnology

B.S. Applied Mathematics

B.S. Textile Engineering
& B.S. Computer Science

B.S. Civil Engineering

B.S. Chemical Engineering

B.S. Polymer and Color Chemistry,
B.S. Biochemistry,
& B.S. Biological Sciences

B.S. Computer Engineering
& Minor in Mathematics

B.S. Computer & Electrical Engineering

B.S. Civil Engineering
& Minor in Graphic Communications

B.S. Chemical Engineering
& Minor in Materials Science
& Engineering

B.S. Aerospace Engineering,
B.A. English, Minor in Science, 
Technology & Society

B.S. Computer & Electrical Engineering
& B.S. Political Science

B.S. Mechanical Engineering
& Minor in Physics

Graduates Honored
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“I grew up the youngest of three children with my closest 
sibling being nine years older than me. Therefore my family 
dynamic was a little different as both of my siblings served, 
and continue to serve, as my role models and mentors. 
Being such a family oriented person, constant support from 
my family serves as my motivation. I attended Graham 
High School for my freshman and sophomore years before 
completing my secondary education at the North Carolina 
School of Science and Mathematics. While at NC State, 
I majored in biological sciences with a human biology 
concentration. Beyond academics, I am an avid sports fan 
and two of my favorite hobbies are listening to music and 
attending Zumba classes.”

Rooted in Family

“In the fall, I will begin medical school at Duke University. I 
long for a career where my skills, values, and passion for both 
medicine and research collaboratively make a difference in 
the field of healthcare, first locally, and then globally. I hope to 
improve health outcomes for all by addressing critical health 
disparities affecting the community in which I reside.”

“Some of my greatest accomplishments while at State 
include becoming a part of the Goodnight and Caldwell 
Fellow communities. In addition, I spent two years in a 
clinical immunology research lab where I was awarded 
an undergraduate research grant that resulted in being an 
awardee at a national research conference. Furthermore, 
I pushed myself completely out of my comfort zone by 
becoming a resident advisor for University Housing and an 
organic chemistry teaching assistant.”

“My experience in the Goodnight Scholars Program changed 
as the Program continues to evolve and get better. The 
Program now has so many opportunities to be engaged that 
it made me want to be involved and be an integral part of 
the community. I recently served as an ambassador for the 
Program, which enabled me to share my experience and 
knowledge of the Program on a much more personal level. 
All in all, the Goodnight Scholars Program provided me with 
a dynamic community to be part of, and prompted personal 
and professional growth that I will apply to future endeavors. 
My experience in the Program certainly supplemented and 
enhanced my undergraduate career.”

“Being a Goodnight Scholar means being held to a higher 
standard. One mantra of the Goodnight Scholars Program is 
‘Pay it Forward.’ This mantra demonstrates that I am not only 
expected to reach my full potential, but that I also have an 
even greater responsibility of ensuring that the community and 
future generations do as well.”

Rayvn Njagu, MD

Best of Both Worlds

Growing Alongside the Program

Selfless

Rayvn Njagu
Ravyn Njagu, MD has a nice ring to it, doesn’t it? A native of Graham, North Carolina, 
Ravyn Njagu ‘16 has leveraged her numerous support systems - from her tightly-knit 
biological family to the Goodnight Scholars community - to keep her on the medical 
fast track with the goal of representing the future of healthcare practitioners in North 
Carolina. Throughout her life, Ravyn has seen how the sacrifices of others motivated her 
to achieve her dreams, and she plans on doing the same for the generations that follow.
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Alumni Council
Goodnight Scholars

Being a relatively new scholars program, we are constantly 
introducing new components and traditions to our community. 
It fills us with pride and joy whenever something new is 
introduced by our Goodnight Scholars themselves. In the case 
of our alumni, 2015-2016 marked the establishment of the 
Goodnight Scholars Alumni Council.

Founded by six Goodnight Scholars alumni (Kyle Barth ‘14, 
Tyler Dobbins ‘14, Grey Pennell ‘15, Jesseeca Nguyen ‘15, 
Chase Pfendler ‘15, and David Tseng ‘14), the Goodnight 
Scholars Alumni Council is an alumni-led group responsible 
for creating opportunities for Goodnight Scholars alumni 
to stay engaged with the Program and NC State. With the 
Council’s support, we were able to connect our alumni with 
current undergraduate Goodnight Scholars during Senior 
Night Out social events and our Scholar2Scholar dinners. 
But the Council’s greatest achievement was recruiting 22 
of their alumni peers to serve as application reviewers and 
interviewers for the Class of 2020 selection process, the 
most ever in our Program’s history.

Increasing alumni involvement in our selection process will 
continue to be a major goal in 2016-2017, but the Council will 
also tackle its first alumni social event (and future Goodnight 
Scholars tradition) as they prepare to host a Goodnight 
Scholars-exclusive tailgate during the NC State vs. Wake 
Forest football game in October.

The initiatives fueling the Goodnight Scholars Alumni Council 
show that the bonds formed in our community truly extend 
beyond our scholars’ undergraduate years, and are meant to 
last a lifetime. 



64 65

Alumni Updates
Amar Arafat

(2016)

Shannon Atako
(2016)

Kyle Barth
(2014)

Matt Blakely
(2013)

Chelsea 
(Daughtridge) 

Boudreau
(2013)

Mary Brown
(2016)

Leighanne Davis
(2016)

Mackenzie Dougherty
(2016)

Anna Dubovitskya
(2016)

Noelle Griffin
(2016)

Tyler Hatch
(2015)

Jill Hattaway
(2014)

John Holmes
(2015)

Martha Hunt
(2016)

Tayyab Hussain
(2016)

Soorya Kumar
(2015)

Victoria Le
(2016)

Zachary Lentz
(2013)

Brandon Lockee
(2016)

Keith Loomis
(2016)

Brandan Lukasik
(2013)

Sam Magura
(2016)

Tyler Maltba
(2016)

Owen Martin
(2016)

Paige Maxon
(2015)

Trey Moore
(2015)

Michelle Myers
(2015)

Ravyn Njagu
(2016)

Ashley Pedersen
(2013)

Kali Roeten
(2014)

James Schaefer
(2016)

Jeb Smith
(2016)

Chiuwen Thor
(2016)

Nicole Trader
(2016)

Michael Trinkler
(2015)

Seth Troxler
(2016)

Robert Tucker
(2016)

James Turner
(2015)

Sawyer Walters
(2015)

Elizabeth (Hunter)
Wargo
(2012)

Caitlin West
(2016)

Jeremy Whitaker
(2016)

Brooke Wilner
(2016)

will attend Campbell University School of 
Osteopathic Medicine beginning Fall 2016.

will teach at Wilburn Elementary 
School in Wake County, NC.

is a field engineer with ABB in North 
Carolina, helping build stations that 
modernize and improve performance 
of the North American Power Grid.

is a senior associate with Manhattan 
Associates in Marietta, Georgia. He 
is leading his third project with his 
current client, and is expecting his first 
child with his wife in October.

is a manufacturing science engineer 
with Pfizer in Cary, NC, and working 
on her master’s degree in Materials 
Science Engineering at NC State.

will pursue her DPhil in Anatomy, 
Physiology and Genetics at Oxford 
University, United Kingdom, beginning 
Fall 2016.

is designing new medical devices and 
assistive technologies as a research 
& development engineer with Duke 
University Health System in Durham, NC.

is working as a wireless engineer with 
Signalscape in Cary, NC.

is working as a software engineer with 
Cisco Systems in San Jose, CA.

is working as an advanced emergency 
medical technician in Person County 
and applying to physician assistant 
programs for Fall 2017.

is completing his master’s degree 
in Aerospace Engineering at NC 
State while working at a new start-
up company focused on advanced 
additive manufacturing environments 
for the Department of Defense.

is a Ph.D. candidate in the Developmental 
and Stem Cell Biology program at Duke 
University, and received a NSF graduate 
research fellowship.

is an aviation engineer at RS&H, a 
facilities, infrastructure, and aviation 
consulting firm located in Raleigh, 
NC. He is soon to be married and will 
complete his master’s degree in Civil 
Engineering at NC State in Spring 2017.

is working as a CNA in Winston-Salem, 
NC, and applying to medical school for 
Fall 2017.

is pursuing entrepreneurship as a 
co-founder and CEO of Trakex in 
Raleigh, NC.

is working as an engineering technician 
at Yukon Medical, a small medical 
device company in Durham, NC.

will start her master’s degree in 
International Education at UNC-Chapel 
Hill in fall 2016.

is completing his PhD in Biological 
Engineering at NC State.

is working as a project engineer with 
CITI, LLC in Charlotte, NC.

is working as a nuclear engineer for Naval 
Sea Systems Command at the Norfolk 
Naval Shipyard in Portsmouth, VA.

is working as an application & sales 
engineer at Accu-Tech USA in
Wake Forest, NC.

is pursuing his Ph.D. in Applied 
Mathematics at NC State.

will begin his PhD in Mathematics at 
NC State in Fall 2016.

is working as a quality assurance 
associate for Prometheus Group in 
Raleigh, NC.

is working in medical device sales in 
Winston-Salem, NC.

completed his Master of Computer 
Science at NC State in Spring 2016 and 
is working as a software developer for 
Amazon’s Computer Vision & Machine 
Learning division.

is applying to graduate programs in 
Ethnobotany.

will attend Duke University School of 
Medicine beginning Fall 2016.

teaches Agricultural Education at 
Corinth Holders High School in 
Johnston County, NC.

is completing her Ph.D. in Meteorology 
at the University of Michigan in Ann 
Arbor. Her research focuses on the 
upper atmosphere of Mars.

has been selected as a Venture for 
America Fellow, a two-year fellowship 
program that helps recent grads 
launch careers as entrepreneurs, with 
the goal of revitalizing cities through 
entrepreneurship.

is a transportation engineer with the 
NC Department of Transportation in 
Raleigh, NC.

is working as a chemical engineer 
with Eastman Chemical Company in 
Kingsport, TN

is working as a Clinical Research 
Coordinator with REX Hospital and is 
applying to medical school for Fall 2017.

is working as a research technician at 
the UNC Lineberger Comprehensive 
Cancer Center in Chapel Hill, NC.

will begin his master’s degree in 
Computer Engineering at NC State in 
Fall 2016.

is working as a project engineer with 
PowerServices, Inc. in Raleigh, NC.

is completing his master’s degree in 
Mechanical Engineering at NC State.

is completing his master’s degree in 
Environmental Engineering at NC State.

works as a transportation engineer at 
AECOM in Morrisville, NC.

is a structural engineering project 
manager at Summit Engineering in 
Raleigh, and will begin her master’s 
degree in Civil Engineering at NC State 
in Fall 2016.

is working as a chemical engineer 
with Eastman Chemical Company in 
Kingsport, TN.

will attend law school at Georgia State 
University beginning Fall 2016.
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“My closest friends would probably describe me as a goofy 
person that likes to joke around. My friends would also say 
that I am a reliable person that they can always count on and 
values their friendships.”

Joker: The Good Kind, Not the Bad
Batman Kind

“I am currently working at Thomas Built Buses in High Point, 
North Carolina. Our company is one of the three main school 
bus manufacturers in the United States and we are a subsidiary 
of Daimler AG, which is one of the largest automobile and 
truck manufacturers in the world with familiar brands like 
Mercedes Benz, Freightliner, and Detroit Diesel. I am in 
the Trim & Equipment Design group where I have design 
responsibilities over driver seats, wheelchair lifts and mirrors. I 
work with vendors frequently when new designs are released 
to make sure they are compatible with our buses and I work on 
releasing new parts which includes drawings and bill of material 
work. Though my title doesn’t say it, I am also a manufacturing 
engineer. I frequently am on the production line helping when 
issues arrive in my areas of expertise.”

“Looking back at my years as a student, I am so grateful 
that I had the opportunity to complete both a co-op and an 
internship. I completed two co-op rotations at Georgia Pacific 
where I was a Project Engineer. I completed my internship 
at an automation consulting company called Harris Group. 
Both companies gave me so much experience and a taste of 
what a career in industry provided. It helped me figure out 
what I wanted in a company and the type of work I wanted 
to do. The life skills that I gained from these opportunities are 
invaluable to me at my current job. I believe that it was such a 
good experience that I try to encourage younger Goodnights 
to pursue an internship or co-op while at NC State.”

“The experience I had as a Goodnight Scholar was 
indescribable. I am proud to have been in a community with 
so many other high achieving students. It was amazing being 
part of a community with so many students that worked 
hard and dreamed of changing the world and helping others. 
I met many people in the Goodnight Scholars Program who 
I have become lifelong friends with and that’s something I 
am forever grateful for. I am also grateful for the people that 
we have been able to meet and serve with all the planned 
events that we do. There was no community quite like the 
Goodnight Scholars Program in college.”

“Being a Goodnight Scholar means becoming a person of 
excellence, hard work and integrity who always strives to 
become the best they can be in order to give back to the world. 
I believe that we’ve been blessed with a gift of a world class 
education and we should use our talents and knowledge and 
influence to help others do the same.”

“I am currently serving as the chair of the Alumni Council. The 
Council was created to keep Goodnight Scholars alumni in 
touch with each other and with current Goodnight Scholars. We 
also had the vision of helping newer Goodnight Scholars alumni 
to connect with older Goodnight Scholars who may be in the 
same field, company or town as each other. We see this as an 
opportunity to give back to the Goodnight Scholars Program 
which has given so much to us alumni in our years at NC State.”

The Wheels on the Bus

Early Industry Experience Paid Off

Nearly at a Loss for Words

The Anatomy of a Goodnight Scholar

Now It’s Our Turn to Pay It Forward

David Tseng
Next time you see a school bus rolling through your neighborhood, know that David 
Tseng ‘14 put his heart and soul into making it safe. A native of Greensboro, North 
Carolina whose roots trace back to Taiwan, David studied mechanical engineering at NC 
State with the dream of one day using his engineering talent to better serve others. As 
he approaches his two-year anniversary as a Design Engineer at Thomas Built Buses in 
High Point, David gets to live his dream every day.
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Scott Amoriello

Amar Arafat

Aaron Arthur

Shannon Atako

Robert Baraldi

Brittany Besser

Ryan Bolick

Megan Broders

Gift Coker

Leighanne Davis

Mackenzie Dougherty

John Fee

William Garrison

Noelle Griffin

Luke Hansen

Rebekah Harmon

William Harris

Kathryn Howard

John Huffman

Martha Hunt

Tayyab Hussain

Andrea Irving

Jakin Ivey

Jason Jefferson

Victoria Le

Brandon Lockee

Keith Loomis

Tyler Maltba

Andrew Martin

Owen Martin

William Mason

Carlos McClaney

Jose Medrano

Michelle Myers

Ravyn Njagu

Jacob North

Elaina Philpott

James Schaefer

Jeb Smith

Nathanael Stamp

Chiuwen Thor

Caroline Trader

Seth Troxler

Robert Tucker

Anneliese Vendel

Caitlin West

Kathryn Whalen

Jeremy Whitaker

Brooke Wilner

Alexander Yadon

Peyton Youmans

Gibsonsville

Cary

Garner

Monroe

Clayton

Wake Forest

Cary

Wake Forest

Charlotte

Moyock

Statesville

Chapel Hill

Rocky Mount

Clayton

Matthews

Concord

Mineral Springs

Monroe

Wake Forest

Lexington

High Point

Gibsonville

Franklin

Charlotte

Kernersville

Connelly Springs

Valdese

Raleigh

Apex

Durham

Kinston

Raleigh

Williamston

Statesville

Raleigh

Greensboro

Raleigh

Cary

Charlotte

Youngsville

Chapel Hill

Junaluska

Gibsonville

Oxford

Clayton

Kinston

Wilmington

Kannapolis

Raleigh

Charlotte

Wilmington

The Class of 2016 The Class of 2017

Benjamin Adamcik

Katherine Almasy

Andrew Baldwin

Franklin Blum

Sarah Bristol

Carolei Bryan

Hadley Bryan

Brittany Calloway

Stephen Carpenter

Daxton Chapman

Bailey Craddock

Adam Crowell

Shannon Dexter

Anna Dubovitskaya

Kelly Eplin

Tyler Eubanks

David Fox

Kelsie Gardner

Sarah Grigg

Jenna Hanks

Kelly Harris

Christina Harvey

Eric Horton

Wilbert Jenkins

Collin Johnson

Kelly Grace Keen

Derek Makous

William Mangum

Conner Metz

Luke Moore

Conner Murray

Ashle Page

Kara Pardue

Brinkley Raynor

Kelsey Reppert

Ellen Schilkowsky

Cassidy Slabaugh

Rebecca Slotkowski

Courtney Smith

Skylare Smith

Rebeka Townsend

Caitlin Vereen

Bryan Wall

Izabela Webster

Brent White 

Ian Woodward

High Point

Durham

Fletcher

Asheville

Marion

Indian Trail

Chinquapin

Nashville

Gastonia

Connelly Springs

Wake Forest

Hampstead

Marshall

Charlotte

Jacksonville

Beaufort

Claremont

Jarvisburg

Locust

Reidsville

Mint Hill

Canton

Cary

Greensboro

Clinton

Mount Olive

Charlotte

New Bern

Matthews

Robbins

Burlington

Cary

Hamptonville

Zebulon

Greensboro

Morganton

Monroe

Harrisburg

Broadway

Concord

Apex

Bolivia

Greensboro

Siler City

Burlington

Durham
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Jaylon Alexander

Ali Arafat

Madison Baldwin

Christopher Bingham

Matthew Brouwer

Emily Brown

Alexandrea Churchill

Lindsay Clontz

Parker Colbath

Mason Collier

Alexis Craddock

Maxwell Davis

Aimee Durrett

Kristin Ewan

Sierra Fowler

Addison Garrigus

Laura Goodman

Timothy Henderson

Nicole Hlebak

Tyler James

Jasmine Kamiab

Samantha Labertew

Christina LaMaire

Michael Larkins

Juan Marin

Thomas Matrejek

Camille Miller

Sabrina Monserate

Kaleb Morrow

Megan Owens

Sambit Panda

Blair Pearce

Joseph Puckett

Catrina Rateb

Kendall Rease

James Robertson

Evan Rogers

Ally Schueneman

Juliet Simpson

Matthew Simpson

Anna Smith

Destiny Stephenson

Austin Street

Julia Treis

Kraig Turner

Samuel Turner

Jovana Vidacak

Hannah Walser

Ryan West

Lane Willis

Charlotte

Cary 

Fletcher

Greensboro

Black Mountain

Charlotte

Garner

Monroe

Monroe

Cary

Wake Forest

Oak Ridge

Charlotte

Wilson

Rutherfordton

Wilmington

Greenville

Winston-Salem

Charlotte

Swannanoa

Kernersville

Fuquay-Varina

Winston-Salem

Fayetteville

Apex

Wilson

Lexington

Durham

Forest City

Cary

Cary

Farmville

Kannapolis

Waxhaw

Gastonia

Durham

Salisbury

Mount Pleasant

Raleigh

Durham

Ramseur

Newport

Forest City

Cedar Grove

Reidsville

Winston-Salem

High Point

Greensboro

Fletcher

Mooresville

The Class of 2018 The Class of 2019

Terrence Adams

Asa Augustin

Meredith Bain

Jeffrey Barahona

Randy Bazhaw

Olivia Billings

Taylor Blankenship

Shelby Brookshire

Hallie Brown

Timothy Chen

Neil Cornwell

Meredith Dickens

Tyler Eller

Taylor Floyd

Bilal Haque

Kevin Hernandez

Dwight Hilton

Matthew Hrycyna

William Hulme

Hannah Hunt

Quadedria Jones

Benjamin Laramee

Atif Mahmood

Gabriella Mamlouk

John Medeiros

Sheppard Medlin

Liesl Miranda

Betsy Murphy

Alyssa Patterson

Tin Phan

Savannah Phipps

Rebecca Pridgen

Neill Robson

Sidney Rogers

Tanner Roseborough

James Rush

Hayley Russell

Luke Sain

Aalia Shariff

Nishant Singh

Hannah Smith

Lauren Smith

Rachel Tilly

Isaac Tolbert

Caeman Toombs

Christopher Turnmire

Jewel Wasson

Dominique Weatherspoon

Christen Williams

Carrisa Womble

Garner

Jacksonville

Charlotte

Charlotte

Pleasant Garden

Marietta

Lexington

Granite Falls

Fleetwood

Cary

Durham

Lillington

West Jefferson

Lenoir

Albemarle

High Point

Thomasville

Matthews

Indian Trail

Lexington

Charlotte

Waxhaw

Charlotte

Raleigh

Jacksonville

Manteo

Raleigh

Castalia

Albemarle

Charlotte

Wake Forest

Rocky Mount

Raleigh

Asheboro

Waxhaw

High Point

Charlotte

Lincolnton

Charlotte

Raleigh

Laurinburg

Cary

Charlotte

Hudson

Apex

Cleveland

Charlotte

Fayetteville

Maiden

Newton Grove
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Christina Walker
Dr. Adrianna Kirkman
Dr. Alex Graves
Dr. Anona Smith Williams
Dr. Jane Lubischer
Dr. Jo-Ann Cohen
Dr. Laura Bottomley
Dr. Richard Spontak
Jared Peterson
Kent Hester

Leah Goodnight
Lucero Galvan
Michael Trinkler
Mike Giancola
Peyton Youmans
Tommy Griffin

Ashleigh Cline
Brendan Lukasik
Chase Pfendler
Christopher Grice
David Tseng
Grayson Walker
Grey Pennell
Hannah Kienow
James Turner
Jesseeca Nguyen

Kara Pittman
Kyle Barth
Mary Kathryn Anderson
Miranda Beshears
Soorya Kumar
Thomas Lineberger
Tyler Dobbins
Tyler Hatch
William Higgins
Zachary Lentz

Career Development Center
Center for Student Leadership,
Ethics & Public Service
College Advising Corps
Confucius Institute
Entrepreneurship Initiative
Institute for Emerging Issues
Juntos Program
Kenan Institute for Engineering, 
Technology, and Science
NC State Counseling Center
NC State Faculty
Park Scholarships
Shelton Leadership Center
The Engineering Place
The Science House

BASF Corporation
Bayer CropScience
Biogen
Habitat for Humanity
HQ Raleigh
IBM
North Carolina Museum of
Natural Science
North Carolina School of
Science and Mathematics
Peacework International
Power America

University Recreation
University Honors Program
University Scholars Program
Women in Science and Engineering
Adam Culley
Alex McNeilly
Amanda Beasley
Andrea Orndorff
Angela Brockelsby
Brantley Atkinson
Brian Sischo
Callie Womble
Cara Doyle
Carolyn Garrett-Piggott
Chancellor Randy Woodson

SAS Institute
SAS Institute Emerging Leaders
The Boys & Girls Club
WakeEd Partnership
Wake Young Women’s
Leadership Academy
Beth Wright
Brian Germano
Caroline McCullen
Casey Coleman
Christina Hammock Koch
Daryl Theis

Dr. Alina Duca
Dr. Clifford Griffin
Dr. Elaine Franklin
Dr. George R Dixon
Dr. Jason Painter
Dr. Jose Picart
Dr. Kathy Titus-Becker
Dr. Lisa Marshall
Dr. Louis Hunt
Dr. Pat Curley
Dr. Ruben Carbonell
Dr. Teresa Cowan
Dr. Tiffany Kershner
Dr. Tom Miller
Erin Dixon

Dawn Leister
Dora Barron
Dr. Ashley Thompson
Dr. Laura Lunsford
Dr. Susan Sumner
Dr. Victoria W. Raymond
Erika Murphy-Newkirk
Governor Jim Hunt
Heather Earp
Janet Pride
Kimberly Perry Sanderlin
Leigh-Kathryn Bonner

Jenna Hartwell
Jennifer Capps
Johanna Donovan
Kimberly Gervase
Kimberly Paris
Krista Ringler
Lisa Hibler
Lisa Page
Lynne Barbour
Michelle Thompson
Patti Baynes
Provost Warwick Arden
Shelley Sutton
Tara Micgiel

Lyle Estill
Pasqualina Favale
Scott W. McQuiggan
Sterlina Henson Smith
Tom La
Wallace Lewis
Wendy Toh

Goodnight Scholars Program 
Advisory Committee

NC State Campus Partners

Community Partners

Goodnight Scholar Program Alumni

On behalf of the entire Goodnight Scholars Program community, 
thank you to our founders, Dr. Jim and Mrs. Ann Goodnight, for 
your outstanding support of our Program and students.  

Elizabeth Almasy

Rachel Bland

Logan Boyles

Miguel Campuzano

Caitlin Cassidy

Milayn Dark

Aldo De Leon

Erika Debnam

Caleb Drum

Madeline Edwards

Preston Gourville

Mikalya Graham

Rebekah Gundersen

Grayson Haines

Melanie Hardee

James Harper

Braxton Harvey

Chandle Henninger

Bailey Holt

Gracie Hornsby

Grason Humphrey

Ana Iglesias

Joshua Cain

Ciara Jones

Gianna Jones

Dylan Jordan

William Jordan

Noah Kiser

Bonnie Loh

Chandra Manivannan

Richard Marshall

Miguel Martinez-Camposeco

Halen Mattison

Jalen McGee

Stephanie Menten

Haley Newton

Sean Nicol

Jeremy Park

Shellie Poston

Raegan Reeves

Lahari Revuri

Alexander Rojas

Kaylee Saaranen

Iris Salswach Cadena

Edwin Savage

Breonda Snead

Mariana Vargas

James Waltman

Daniel Watson

Matthew Whittaker

Durham

Willard

Marion

Asheboro

Raleigh

Mebane

Charlotte

Winston-Salem

Conover

Chapel Hill

Wilmington

Salisbury

Saluda

Charlotte

Benson

Albemarle

Rose Hill

Randleman

Stokesdale

Franklin

Fayetteville

Raleigh

Canton

Jacksonville

Charlotte

McLeansville

Pineola

Smithfield

Matthews

Cary

Raleigh

Siler City

Monroe

Durham

Kernersville

Rutherfordton

Raleigh

Raleigh

Walnut Cove

Lumberton

Greensboro

Greensboro

Raleigh

Wake Forest

Wake Forest

Charlotte

Raleigh

Garner

Farmville

Arden

The Class of 2020 Acknowledgments
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“Being a Goodnight Scholar has opened up 
a myriad of doors for me at NC State. I can’t 
thank Dr. and Mrs. Goodnight enough for their 
generosity. I feel honored to be part of such a 
prestigious Program. I have loved getting to 
interact with my peers in order to grow and learn, 
as well as give back to the community. I know I 
would not be in the place I am today without my 
involvement in the Goodnight Scholars Program, 
and it has indeed meant such a great deal to me.”

— Caroline Nicole Trader, ‘16
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