
The Goodnight Scholars Program invests 
in students from middle-income families 
in North Carolina studying in the STEM 
and Education disciplines. This investment 
represents a commitment to our students’ 
personal, professional and academic 
development through scholarship funding, 
comprehensive programming and 
enrichment opportunities. The Program 
empowers Goodnight Scholars to “pay it 
forward” as transformational leaders at
NC State University, in North Carolina and 
in the world.

NC State University
A global leader in education, research and 
innovation, located in one of the fastest-growing 
urban centers in America.

The Goodnight Scholars Program
A premier scholarship program for outstanding 
students majoring in STEM and Education disciplines.

Our students enjoy the best of both worlds. They 
have access to the vast array of resources available 
at a large research university coupled with a small, 
supportive community of scholars. This dynamic 
combination fosters an environment thriving with 
intellectual discovery, collaboration, and innovation.

Goodnight Scholars Program

NC State University
306 Peele Hall, Box 7529

Raleigh, NC 27695

919-515-7485

goodnightscholarship@ncsu.edu

goodnight.ncsu.edu

@GoodnightNCSU

Facebook.com/GoodnightScholars



Meet The Goodnights

Dr. Goodnight ‘65 earned his 
Ph.D. in statistics and speaks 
internationally on leadership, 
education, and innovation.
Since he co-founded SAS in 1976, 
Dr. Goodnight has served as the 
company’s Chief Executive Officer. 
Mrs. Goodnight ‘68 is director of 
community relations at SAS.
She serves on the NC State Board 
of Trustees and is a member of the 
National Advisory Board for the 
William and Ida Friday Institute for 
Educational Innovation at NC State.

The Goodnight Scholars Program was founded 
in 2008 with a generous gift from NC State 
alumni Dr. Jim and Mrs. Ann Goodnight.

A Lifelong Community

An aeronautical engineer at Lockheed Martin. A middle school math teacher 
in Apex, NC. A doctoral student in stem cell biology at Duke University. A 
veterinary medicine student at NC State University.  

What do they have in common? They are Goodnight Scholars Program alumni.

Since 2008, the Goodnight Scholars Program has invited exceptional students 
in STEM and Education disciplines to join our community of scholars. This 
community continues past graduation and lives on with our accomplished 
graduates. Our alumni are pursuing careers with multinational companies and 
technology startups. They are teaching in North Carolina and overseas. Many 
are pursuing graduate and professional degrees. Wherever their personal and 
professional pursuits take them, we know one thing for sure: They will always 
be an important part of our community.

The Goodnight Scholars Program offers high-impact learning opportunities that 
develop the critical skills necessary for achievement in STEM and Education 
fields. These learning opportunities connect students with local, national, and 
international leaders in STEM research, education, and industry. Students 
can expect to participate in an assortment of thought-provoking and unique 
programs including:

Today’s Learners, Tomorrow’s Leaders

Professional and cultural immersion trip to Boston, Massachusetts

Exposure to cutting-edge research from NC State’s renowned faculty

Roundtable discussions with world-class educators, practitioners,
innovators, and entrepreneurs

Comprehensive first year experience featuring a summer retreat, 
mentor program, seminar and social activities

Networking dinners with Goodnight Scholars alumni

Professional development workshops

Enrichment grant funding to support travel, research, internships, and
entrepreneurial activities

Pay It Forward

“Pay It Forward.” It’s one of the Goodnight Scholars Program’s essential 
mantras. Goodnight Scholars have an innate desire to use their talents to 
improve communities in North Carolina and beyond. Through collaboration 
with campus partners, K-12 schools, and nonprofit organizations, Goodnight 
Scholars apply their talents and skills in service activities that lead to 
meaningful outcomes. Outreach and volunteer opportunities include:

International service-learning trip to Trinidad & Tobago and
the Asa Wright Nature Centre

Domestic service-learning trip throughout North Carolina to
promote K-12 STEM Education

Goodnight Scholars LEGO Brick Build Competition

STEM Nights at Triangle elementary schools

Habitat for Humanity home construction trips

Program leadership positions as peer mentors,
retreat leaders and ambassadors

Eligibility

Selection Process
In early December, the Goodnight Scholars Program will issue approximately 
700 invitations to apply to prospective NC State students who have applied 
for fall admission. Applications are due in January and are reviewed by a 
committee of NC State faculty, staff, alumni, and campus partners. From this 
applicant pool, 100 finalists will be selected to attend the Finalist Interview 
Day in late February. Recipients will be selected in March, and will have until
mid-April to accept the scholarship offer. The value of the scholarship is
$19,500 and is renewable for up to four years.

Self-Nomination
Students who may not meet the criteria listed above, but wish to be 
considered for an invitation to apply, may nominate themselves for 
consideration. Further information and the self-nomination form
are available on goodnight.ncsu.edu.

Eligibility
To receive an automatic invitation to apply, a student will:

*Additional criteria may be used to address critical needs in STEM and 
STEM Education fields and encourage diversity and inclusion per the 
university’s strategic plan.

Submit his or her general NC State application by October 15

Be a North Carolina resident

Have a total household income within the middle-income range for
North Carolina (between $30,000 - $99,000) and demonstrate 
financial need (confirmed via the FAFSA)

Select a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering or Math) major
or STEM Education major

Demonstrate a history of exceptional academic performance.
The dynamic type of student selected to apply typically
achieves the following:

Ranks in the top 2 percent of his/her graduating class

Scores above 1400 on the SAT (CR+M)
and/or scores above a 32 on the ACT

Has at least a 3.9 (unweighted) GPA and/or 4.8 (weighted) GPA


